
 

 
 
 
 

Middle Atlantic Regional Council 

President’s Report 

 
Regional Conference: MARC Regional Conference 2018 

Hosted by Pennsylvania Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Agencies (PAHRA) 

 
June 24-27, 2018, Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA 

 
Theme:  Planting the Seeds of Success 
 

Attendees will have the opportunity to network with colleagues in the affordable 
housing profession.  Sessions are focused on capitalizing on success.  Learning from 
other affordable housing practitioners on how to do it effectively and efficiently with 
the resources available to you.. 

 
Speakers: Sunny Shaw, NAHRO Senior Vice President 
  Barry Howe, Regional Director, PA Office of Attorney General 
  Marianne Nazzato, Director, MTW Demonstration Program, HUD 
 
 
Vendors will have a “Drop the MIC” session to briefly describe their products during the opening 
plenary.  This gives vendors and agency partners an opportunity to talk to all attendees and give a 
brief overview of their products and/or services.   Corn hole “Be A Cornstar” competition to raise 
money for PAHRA Scholarship program. 
 
 

Professional Development  
 
NAHRO Professional Development Offering - PAHRA Conference - Executive Management and 
Leadership  
Anticipated 15 Attendees 

 
RAD:PBV    On Site   April 30 – May 2, 2018 
HCVOIER    MAHRA On Site May 7 – 11, 2018 
 
 



Membership Growth and Retention  

 
Members Services Committee is working on developing a work plan to attract new members, 
retain current members and creatively engage member agencies to participate in Regional events. 
 
Housing America Activities  
 
All State Chapter websites have been updated and reflect information relating to the poster 
contest and all Chapters have committed to submission of entries. 
 
 
Scholarships and Awards Programs  
 
Maryland NAHRO - Rose Marie Coughlin Scholarship 
 
These educational scholarships are awarded in memory of one of Maryland’s former Executive 
Directors. Maryland Association of Housing and Redevelopment Agencies (MAHRA) 
scholarships have enabled motivated and talented residents to reach their educational and 
professional goals, as well as self-sufficiency. The applicant must reside in housing owned or 
managed by the agency, receive a subsidy administered by the agency or receive assistance 
through housing and community development agencies or non-profit organizations that are 
MAHRA members. 
 
NJ NAHRO Scholarship Program 

 
NJ/NAHRO made a decision to establish a scholarship program for high school seniors or a head 
of household who wishes to attend college or vocational school as part of its commitment to 
serve the needs of the residents throughout the state. The Executive Board of NJ/NAHRO 
invested in this financial commitment as part of its belief that no one should be denied an 
education because they cannot afford it. Under the auspices of the Scholarship Committee and its 
Chair, the program has been a great success. However, the real success requires participation by 
agencies across the state to reach out to qualified applicants. A scholarship can make a real 
difference in the life of a student. 
 
Delaware NAHRO Scholarship Program 

 
The purpose of the DE NAHRO Scholarship Assistance Program (scholarship) is to help a 
graduating high school student to continue their education.  The scholarship is an award of 
$1,000 to a Delaware high school graduating senior who lives in affordable housing defined as 
Project Based Section 8, Rural Development Section 515, Housing Choice Voucher, Public 
Housing, Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) site, Habitat for Humanity Home, Self Help 
Homeownership Program or USDA Rural Development Homeownership Program.  Recipients 
of the Scholarship are eligible to apply each year (up to 3 more years) for an additional $1,000 as 
long as they stay in college, meet grade point average requirements and complete an application. 
 
 



Advocacy  
 
Working with Chapter Presidents to understand and develop an Advocacy plan that is consistent 
with the National Goals and Objectives.  Work ongoing. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marsha J. Parham, CME 
MARCNAHRO Regional President 
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