
NAHRO’s 26,500 members – including public housing 
agencies (PHAs), community development organizations, 
business partners, and housing professionals – provide 
stable, affordable homes to over 8 million people 
nationwide, including seniors, veterans, working families, 
children, and people with disabilities. Together, members 
build and preserve affordable housing, manage essential 
housing resources, and drive community revitalization 
and economic growth in rural, suburban, and urban 
communities across the country.

NAHRO members use critical housing and community 
development programs to stabilize their communities, 
expand opportunity, and improve outcomes for residents. 
Streamlined programs, predictable policies, and sustained, 
responsible federal funding are essential to their success.  
The housing crisis cannot be solved without them.
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NAHRO 2026 Policy Priorities

NAHRO’s Role
The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) 
is the leading voice for housing and community development professionals 
nationwide, and draws on the expertise and experience of local 
practitioners to shape federal policy recommendations. NAHRO members 
administer Public Housing, Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV), Project-Based 
Rental Assistance (PBRA), Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), 
the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credits (LIHTC), and supportive services that collectively serve millions 
of households and strengthen communities and economies nationwide. 

Legislative Policy Priorities 

01 INCREASE HOUSING AFFORDABILITY  
by Improving Federal Programs

	» Protect and Strengthen Rental Assistance Programs

1.	 Increase HCV funding (including administrative fees) to ensure no 
family loses their rental assistance due to rising rental costs. 

2.	 Increase flexibility in HCV Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) to 
help families secure housing in competitive markets.

3.	 Preserve and protect existing affordable housing, including Public 
Housing, PBRA, and HCV project-based voucher units.

	» Invest in Housing Preservation

1.	 Fully fund the Public Housing Capital and Operating Funds to 
address critical maintenance, repairs, and the modernization needs 
of public housing properties.

2.	 Maintain flexible Public Housing repositioning tools — like the Rental 
Assistance Demonstration (RAD), Section 18, and mixed-finance — 
and update contract rents for early RAD adopters to ensure long-
term affordability and sustainability.

3.	 Protect PBRA properties and Performance-Based Contract 
Administrators to ensure compliance and affordability.

	» Support Homeownership and Housing Stability

1.	 Expand down payment assistance through HOME, CDBG, and the 
National Housing Trust Fund.

2.	 Fund housing counseling to help families achieve and maintain 
homeownership.
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02 STRENGTHEN COMMUNITIES  
by Increasing Housing Supply

	» Expand Affordable Housing Supply and Access

1.	 Raise the project-based voucher cap to increase housing 
options.

2.	 Strengthen LIHTC to boost housing supply, support local 
economies, and better reach underserved areas and 
populations.

3.	 Invest in and reform the HOME program to build, preserve, and 
rehabilitate existing affordable housing.

	» Support Community and Neighborhood Revitalization

1.	 Fully fund CDBG for local economic development and 
revitalization.

2.	 Invest in Choice Neighborhoods to support comprehensive 
community transformation.

	» Reduce Regulatory and Financial Barriers

1.	 Exempt housing and community development programs from 
Build America, Buy America requirements.

2.	 Ensure access to affordable insurance for federally assisted 
housing.

03
REDUCE AND PREVENT HOMELESSNESS  
by Expanding Housing and  
Community Supports

	» Fully fund existing Emergency Housing Vouchers.

	» Provide service fees and supportive services to help people find and 
keep housing.

	» Protect permanent supportive housing funded through the Continuum 
of Care.

	» Support self-sufficiency programs like Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS), 
Resident Opportunities and Self-Sufficiency (ROSS), and Jobs Plus 
that connect housing to employment, income growth, and economic 
independence.

	» Link housing with education opportunities to expand long-term 
economic mobility.
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04 IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR AMERICAN FAMILIES
by Streamlining Requirements and  
Strengthening Federal Agencies

» Ensure federal agencies like the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) follow transparent rulemaking processes for new
requirements.

» Provide beneficial program flexibilities, including modernizing
Davis-Bacon and eliminating Build America, Buy America requirements
for housing and community development programs.

» Eliminate the Community Service and Self-Sufficiency Requirement.

» Modernize HUD technology systems.

» Protect the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and
support robust disaster recovery efforts.

» Streamline the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Housing
Service programs to support rural housing stability.
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Thriving Communities with 
Affordable Homes For All
As the leading national voice for housing and community development professionals, 
National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) draws on the 
expertise of local practitioners to inform federal policy. NAHRO members administer public 
housing, vouchers, rental assistance, and community development programs that serve 
millions of households and strengthen communities nationwide.

NAHRO Members:
	» Help families access safe, 

secure housing.

	» Create and preserve affordable 
housing supply.

	» Restore and revitalize 
communities.

	» Provide expertise, services, and 
solutions to advance housing 
and community development.

	» Act as economic engines for 
their communities.

2026 Legislative Priorities
Increase Housing Affordability by Improving 
Federal Programs

	» Protect and strengthen rental assistance 
programs.

	» Invest in housing preservation.

	» Support homeownership and housing stability. 

Strengthen Communities by Increasing Housing 
Supply

	» Expand affordable housing supply and access.

	» Support community and neighborhood 
revitalization.

	» Reduce regulatory and financial barriers.

Reduce and Prevent Homelessness by 
Expanding Housing and Community Supports

	» Protect permanent supportive housing and 
rapid re-housing projects.

Improve Outcomes for American Families by 
Streamlining Requirements and Strengthening 
Federal Agencies

	» Prioritize bold investments and smart policy 
reforms.

	» Equip communities with the tools and resources 
they need to meet growing demand.

	» Strengthen the federal–local partnership to 
better address housing affordability challenges.

	» Promote long-term housing stability and 
opportunity for families nationwide.



Funding Recommendations as of March 25, 2026
(in millions)

Discretionary  
Programs

FY 2025  
Enacted

FY 2026  
Enacted

NAHRO FY 2027 
Recommendations 

Public Housing Operating 
Fund $5,476 $4,687 $5,871

Public Housing Operating 
Fund Shortfall $25 $337 $598

Public Housing Capital Fund $3,200 $3,200 $7,000

Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative $75 $25 $350

HCV Housing Assistance 
Payments Renewals $32,145 $34,957 * $37,871*

Administrative Fees $2,771 $2,836 $3,700

Tenant Protection Vouchers $337 $601 $500

Emergency Housing Vouchers __ __ $748

Section 8 Project-Based 
Rental Assistance $16,010 $18,543 $20,211

Family Self-Sufficiency $141 $156 $200

Resident Opportunity and 
Self-Sufficiency $40 $40 $40

Jobs Plus $15 $10 $15

Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) $3,300 $3,300 $4,200

HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program $1,250 $1,250 $2,000

Homeless Assistance Grants $4,051 $4,417 $4,922

*includes funding for Mainstream vouchers

For more information, view 
our 2026 Policy Priorities	
Scan the QR code or visit 
www.nahro.org/26priorities
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